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County Backs
Delayed Start
Of BESS Project

Questions Linger
In Beach Haven

he Ocean County Board of
l Commissioners recently ad-
opted a resolution that supports -
Beach Haven’s request that Atlantic
City Electric delay the startup/com-
missioning of the proposed Battery
Energy Storage System located within
the borough until concerns about the
operation are addressed.

Initially, the lithium battery energy
storage system was scheduled to go
online Aug. 15, but the utility com-
pany delayed activation. =

“Atlantic City Electric is in the
final stages of preparing the Battery
Energy Storage System for service,
which includes completing standard
industry testing and securing all nec-
essary certifications,” Brian Ahrens,
ACE senior communications special-
ist, said in August. “At the same time,
we continue to engage with borough
officials to address any remaining
questions and concerns regarding
this project. As we move forward,
we remain committed to keeping
the community informed about our
progress. We have worked with
industry-leading safety experts for the
technical specifications of the battery
to ensure they meet the latest industry
best practices. We have also worked
with local leaders and emergency
management agencies, such as the fire
department, to assist first responders
in understanding the characteristics
of the facility.”

He said the BESS project “is
part of our broader strategic effort to
strengthen and modernize the energy
grid serving Beach Haven and Long
Beach Island. When complete, this
facility will improve the reliability
and quality of energy service in these
communities during times when cus-
tomer demand for energy is highest.”

In its resolution, county officials
noted Beach Haven is a coastal

\community with limited evacua-
tion routes, a substantial seasonal
population and critical tourism-based
economic activity. They also said the
borough “has formally requested that
ACE delaythe startup/commissioning
of the BESS to allow additional time
for review, public engagement inter-
agency coordination; omple-
tion of safety, emergency-response,
and environmental risk assessments
appropriate to the unique coastal
~ontext of Long Beach Island.”
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